Prague 
is the capital and largest city of the Czech Republic.

Situated on the River Vltava in central Bohemia, Prague has been the political, cultural, and economic centre of the Czech state for more than 1100 years. For many decades during the Gothic and Renaissance eras, Prague was the seat of two Holy Roman Emperors and thus was also the capital of the Holy Roman Empire.

Today, the city proper is home to more than 1.2 million people, while its metropolitan area is estimated to have a population of over 1.9 million.

Since 1992, the extensive historic centre of Prague has been included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. Nicknames for Prague have included "the mother of cities" (Praga mater urbium, or "Praha matka měst" in Czech), "city of a hundred spires" and "the golden city"

Etymology

Bridges over Vltava river, outlook from the Castle.
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Prague panorama upstream Vltava river, from Charles Bridge.
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Prague, New Town, a weir on Vltava river, under the Castle, in background.

The name Prague comes from an old Slavic root, praga, which means “ford”, referring to the city's origin at a crossing of the Vltava River. This root is found in other toponyms in the region. For example, two riverside districts of Warsaw bear the name of Praga as well.

The native name of the city, Praha, is also related to the modern Czech word práh, which means “threshold”: A legendary etymology connects the name of the city with Libuše, prophetess and a wife of mythical founder of the Přemyslid dynasty. She is said to have ordered "the city to be built where a man hews a threshold of his house."

Czech "práh", the "threshold", shall be understood here as to be in the river, rapids or cataract: its edge as a passage to the other river side.

Contrary, although there are a few weirs nowadays, there was not discovered any such geological threshold in the river under the Prague Castle. Thus some derive the name "Phaha" from the stone of the hill, where the original castle was built: "na prazě", the original term for shale rock (Czech: břidlice). In those days, there were forests around the Castle, on the nine hills of the future city: The Old Town on the other river bank as well as the Lesser Town underneath the Castle appeared later

The name "Praha" was originally related to the Castle.

.
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Prague Castle at night.
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St. Vitus Cathedral.
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A view of one of the bridge towers of the Charles Bridge.
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Charles Bridge.
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The Jerusalemer Synagogue, built in 1905 to 1906 by Wilhelm Stiassny, of Bratislava, is the largest Jewish place of worship in Prague

 Geography
Climate
	Weather averages for Prague

	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year

	Record high °C (°F)
	17.4
(63)
	18.5
(65)
	22.5
(73)
	28.6
(83)
	32.8
(91)
	37.2
(99)
	37.8
(100)
	36.8
(98)
	33.1
(92)
	27.0
(81)
	19.5
(67)
	17.4
(63)
	37.8
(100)

	Average high °C (°F)
	1.4
(35)
	3.1
(38)
	7.7
(46)
	13.4
(56)
	18.8
(66)
	21.3
(70)
	23.7
(75)
	23.5
(74)
	18.5
(65)
	12.9
(55)
	5.6
(42)
	2.2
(36)
	12.7
(55)

	Daily Mean °C (°F)
	-1.1
(30)
	-0.1
(32)
	3.8
(39)
	8.4
(47)
	13.6
(56)
	16.3
(61)
	18.5
(65)
	18.3
(65)
	13.8
(57)
	8.9
(48)
	3.0
(37)
	0.0
(32)
	8.6
(47)

	Average low °C (°F)
	-3.6
(26)
	-3.3
(26)
	-0.2
(32)
	3.5
(38)
	8.4
(47)
	11.3
(52)
	13.4
(56)
	13.0
(55)
	9.1
(48)
	4.9
(41)
	0.4
(33)
	-2.1
(28)
	4.6
(40)

	Record low °C (°F)
	-27.5
(-18)
	-27.1
(-17)
	-27.6
(-18)
	-8.0
(18)
	-1.6
(29)
	3.6
(38)
	7.8
(46)
	6.4
(44)
	0.7
(33)
	-7.5
(19)
	-16.9
(2)
	-24.8
(-13)
	-27.6
(-18)

	Precipitation mm (inches)
	24
(0.94)
	23
(0.91)
	28
(1.1)
	38
(1.5)
	77
(3.03)
	73
(2.87)
	66
(2.6)
	70
(2.76)
	40
(1.57)
	31
(1.22)
	32
(1.26)
	25
(0.98)
	527
(20.75)

	Sunshine hours
	62
	87
	119
	194
	217
	230
	205
	197
	149
	106
	52
	39
	1,657

	% Humidity
	87
	81
	79
	71
	68
	71
	73
	71
	80
	84
	88
	87
	78

	Avg. precipitation days
	14
	12
	14
	11
	14
	13
	18
	14
	12
	14
	13
	12
	161

	Source: www.weatheronline.co.uk {{{accessdate}}}

	Source #2: http://www.chmi.cz/meteo/ok/extrklem.html {{{accessdate2}}}


Culture
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Wenceslas Square and National Museum at night.
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Rudolfinum - one of Prague's prestigious concert and exhibition halls

Prague is traditionally one of the cultural centres of Europe, hosting many cultural events.

See also: museums, theatres and operas, galleries, and libraries
Significant cultural institutions:

· National Theatre
· Estates Theatre, premiere of Mozart's Don Giovanni was held there

· The Rudolfinum (home to the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra)

· Prague Symphony Orchestra
· State Opera
· National Museum
· Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague
· Náprstek Museum
· Josef Sudek Gallery
· National Library
· National Gallery
Colleges and universities
Several universities and colleges are located in the city:

· Charles University (UK) founded in 1348 (the oldest university in Central and Eastern Europe)

· Czech Technical University (ČVUT) founded in 1707

· Academy of Fine Arts (AVU) founded in 1800

· Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design (VŠUP) founded in 1885

· Institute of Chemical Technology (VŠCHT) founded in 1920

· Academy of Performing Arts (AMU) founded in 1945

· Czech University of Agriculture (ČZU) founded in 1906/1952

· University of Economics (VŠE) founded in 1953

· Anglo-American College (AAC) founded in 1990

· University of New York in Prague [1] (UNYP) founded in 1998

· University of Northern Virginia in Prague [2] (UNVA) founded in 1998
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The "nostalgic tram" no. 91 runs through the city centre

Public transportation
The public transport infrastructure consists of an integrated transport system of Prague Metro (its length is 59 km with 57 stations in total), Prague Tram System (including the "nostalgic tram" no. 91), buses, the Petřín funicular to Petřín Hill, and five ferries: PID, Pražská integrovaná doprava (English: Prague integrated traffic system) Prague integrated traffic) All services have a common ticketing system, and are run by The Prague Public Transit (Dopravní podnik hl. m. Prahy, a.s.) and some other companies (full list). Recently, Prague integrated transport coordinator (ROPID) has franchised operation of ferries on the Vltava river, which are also a part of the public transport system with common fares, taxi.

Rail
The city forms the hub of the Czech railway system, with services to all parts of the Czech Republic and abroad. There is also a commuter rail system known as Esko Prague which serves the Prague metropolitan area.

Prague has two international railway stations, Hlavní nádraží (formerly called and sometimes still referred to as Wilsonovo nádraží) and Praha-Holešovice. Intercity services also stop at the main stations Praha-Smíchov and Masarykovo nádraží. In addition to these, there are a number of smaller suburban stations. In the future rail should play a greater role in Prague Public Transport System.

Air
Ruzyně
Prague is served by Ruzyně International Airport, the biggest airport in the Czech Republic and one of the busiest in Central and Eastern Europe. It is the hub of the flag carrier, Czech Airlines, as well as of the low-cost airlines SkyEurope and Smart Wings operating throughout Europe.

Other airports
Other airports in Prague include the city's original airport at the Kbely north-east district, which is serviced by the Czech Air Force, internationally too: The runway (9-27) at Kbely is 2 km long. The airport also houses the Prague Aviation Museum.

The close airpport in Letňany is mainly used for private aviation and aeroclub aviation.

Another close airport is Aero Vodochody aircraft factory's on the north, used for testing purposes, as well as for aeroclub aviation.

Aeroclub airfields
There are a few aeroclubs around Prague: I.e. the Točná airfield is located in the south part of the city, just on the right (east) river bank, and serves mostly as an aeroclub.

Taxis
Taxi services in Prague can be divided into two sectors. There are major taxicab companies, operating call-for-taxi services (radio-taxi) or from regulated taxi stands, and independent drivers, who make pickups on the street. The latter are notorious for overcharging, targeted mainly at foreign tourists and are possibly managed by (mob) crime organizations.

Sport
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Synot Tip Arena 
Eden football stadium, home to Slavia Prague club

Prague is the site of many sports events, national stadiums and teams
· Prague International Marathon
· Slavia Prague -> UEFA Champions League
· Sparta Prague -> UEFA Cup
· O2 arena -> NHL 2008 Opening Game, 2004 Men's World Ice Hockey Championships and Euroleague Final Four

· Strahov Stadium the second-largest stadium in the world

· Mystic SK8 Cup World cup of skateboarding

· Prague Open prestige Floorball cup

· Prague Cup annual synchronized skating competition

· World Ultimate Club Championships 2010 
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Prague TV tower with crawling "babies"

Prague is also the site of the most important offices and institutions of the Czech Republic and Central Europe.

